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There remaineth thereft fore Reſt. to the 
People of G. 25 


2 


IS to fulfil the Deſire of a Dying 
Friend, that T am now to ing 
courſe on theſe Words. The 
Worthy Paſtor of this Congrega- 
tion Mieing ſome months before his Deceaſe 
made choice of this Paſſage, as a proper Sub- 
ject for his Funeral Sermon, importun'd” me 
to undertake this Service. He had then, it 
feems, the Sentence 0 f Death in himſelf,” and 
perceiv'd its gradual Approaches, when we 
were willing to hope it was at a much greater 
| diſtance from him, than what THEE has 
ſince made appear. 
I As it was the Buſineſs of his Life to con- 
ſult your Advantage, and to endeavour your 
Edification; ſo he was ſollicitous that his 
Death might be inſtructive to you too: for, as 
the Apoſtle Paul ſays of Timothy, He natu- Bhilig 
rally cared for your State, and your Welfare 8. 
conſtantly engag'd his Thoughts in the time 
of his Sickneſs, as well as that of his Ha 4 
: * . 0 A 


— 
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I Funeral Sermon on 

ſo that He might well have expreſs'd the 
Temper of his Mind toward you in the 
Terms of the Apoſtle Peter: I will not be 


neglig ent to put you always in remembrance of 


rheſe things, tho you know them, and be eſta- 
bliſb'd in the preſent Truth. Tea, I think it 
meet, as long as ] am in this Tabernacle, to ſtir 
you up, by putting you in remembrance, Rnom- 
ing that ſhortly I must put off this my Taber- 
nacle. Moreover, I will endeavour that you 
may be able after my Deceaſe to have theſe things 
always in remembrance. | 

When the Diſtemper under which he la- 
bour'd had ſo far weaken'd his Conſtitution, 


that he ſuppos'd his Departure was at hand, 
he was willing to have hazarded the Re- 


mains of that Life, the Vigor of which he 


had ſpent in your Service, to have obtain'd an 
opportunity of preaching to you one Sermon 


more, and would gladly have been brought 
from his Bed of Languiſhing to the Houſe of 
Prayer, to have given you his dying Charge 


(if poſſible) from this Pulpit, whence you 


had ſo often heard him explain the Principles 
and enforce the Duties of our Holy Reli- 


1 5 But alas! tho his Spirit was willing, 


is Fleſh was then too weak for this Service. 
However, what he could not 1 him- 
ſelf, he was willing ſhould in ſome ſort be 


done by anotlier. And tho his Lips are now 


clos'd in tlie ſilent Grave, yet (like Abel) he 


eb. 1.4 being dead yet ſpeaks ; ſpeaks by the ſacred 


Doctrine he to often inculcated on your 
: | 5 Minds 


I» 
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Minds in his Sermons and Exhortations, and 


by the holy Example he gave you, when con- 
verſant among you; ſpeaks by that Faich 
and Hope, that Patience and Meekneſs, that 


Humility and Reſignation, that Charity and 
Kindneſs, which appear'd both in the Con- 


duct of his Life, and in his Behaviour on a 
dying Bed : ſpeaks to let you know how ex- 


cellent and neceſlary a thing true Religion is, 


to make you happy in Lite and Health, in 
Sickneſs and at Death: ſpeaks by his own 


Ll 
* 
* 
. 
o 


7 
| 
| 
1 


Sickneſs and Death, that Righteous Men (as Ifa. 57. 1. 
well as others) are taken away, and the Pro. Lech. u. 5. 
phets do not live for ever; and to put you all Pl. 39.4. 


in mind hom frail you are, that you may /o 


number your days as to apply your Hearts to 
Wiſdom : Speaks to you particularly by the 


Pſal. 90. 


12. 


Words of our Text, whereby he after the 


molt ſolemn manner recommends to you, as 


you would ſecure to your ſelves an Entrance 


into that Reſt which remains to the People of 


God. Hom dead (I ſay) he yet ſpeaks; but 
which is infinitely more aweful, that GOP, 


- matter worthy of your utmoſt Care, that 


whoſe Word lives and abides for ever, whoſe 


Word will be either 4 Savor of Life anto 2 Cor. 3. 


Life, or a Savor of Death unto Death. to you, 


ſpeaks, and that after the moſt obliging and 
importunate manner, to invite you to enter 


into this Reſt, and to take heed lest any of you heb 3. 19. 


=> 


'* fall ſbort of it thro Unbelief, 
Ihe main Deſign of the Author of this 


| Epiltle, is to ſhew how much the Admi- 
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niſtration of the Goſpel is to be prefer'd to 
that of the Law. This he makes appear by 
many Arguments, the chief of which are 
taken from the Dignity of the Mediator of 
the New Teſtament, and from the Excellen- 


cy and Perfection of his Sacrifice. 
When he had given a glorious Idea of 
this Mediator in the firſt and ſecond Chap- 


ters, and had ſhewn in the beginning of the 
third, that he is as much. ſuperior to Moſes, 


as 4 Son is to a Servant; Nat the ſeventh Verſe 
he takes occaſion to exhort the Hebrews to 
attend to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and to 


warn 'em of the Danger of an impious Con- 
tempt, and obſtinate Refuſal of the gracious 


Propoſals it contains; which, as he ſhews, 


would-certainly expoſe” em toa much ſeverer 


Sentence than that pronounc'd and executed 


on the J/-aelites” for their Diſobedience and 
Unbelief formerly in the Wilderneſs. 


This Caution he thinks fit to give in the 
. words: of the Pſalmiſt: Wherefore, as the Ho- 
ly Gho#t ſaith, To dy if ye will hear his Voice, 
harden not your Hearts, as in the Provocation, 
in the” day of Temptation in the Wildernef ; 


' when your Fathers tempted = proved me, call | 
am in; Works forty gears: Wherefore I was 
grievea with that Generation; and ſaid, they 


do always err in their Hearts, and they have not 


"known my ways; ſo I oy in wy. Wrath, wp 


| cre not enter into my 


To enforce this Ane 8 ſuggeſts 


that David 1 in cheſe RED 9 of the 
Time 8 
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Time of the Goſpel, when he ſays, Jo day, 


15 ye will hear his Voice, &c. and that there- 
ore tis reaſonable to apply the Example he 
Ein of the Puniſhment of the unbe- 
lieving Tribes, who provok'd God in the 
Deſart, to thoſe who ſhould reject the Glad 
Tydings of the Goſpel, to ſhew the Guilt 


and Danger of the latter above the former, 


and that with as mugh greater force, as the 
Light and Grace of the Goſpel, tranſcend 
Whatever might ſeem moſt glorious. in the 
Law. Therefore he inſiſts, ver. 12. Take heed, 
Brethren, leit there be in any of you. an evil 
Heart of Unbelief, in departing from the living 


God. | But-exhort one another daily, while in is ver. 12. 
calld to day, let any of you be harden'd thro the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin. And agaltz=—+W7th ver. i7, 
nom was. he griev'd forty gears? Mas it not 18, 19. 
with them that had ſinned, whoſe Carcaſes fell in 


the Wilderneſs Aud ta whom, ſwaze. he that 
they ſhould not enter into his Ret, but to them 
that helievd not? Jo me ſee that they. could not 
enter in becauſe of Uubelief. 33 ; 
_ Immediately. after he had repeated this 


| ſad Inſtance of God's Judgment on rebellious 
Iſrael, he urges his former Caution, and adds 
in the beginning of the fourth Chapter; 


* 


Let us therefore fear, lest a Promiſe Ta left g 4s 
0h 2. 


ſeem to. come ſhort of it, fon unto us was the 


tas of entering into his Res, any of you 


Goſpel preach'd as well as to them; but the Word 


reached did not profit them, uo. being mi d 
with Faith in them that heard it, For we who _ 
ewes AA ae 
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have believe do enter into Reſt; as he ſaid, 


A have ſworn in my Wrath, y the ſhall en- 


— 1 + 


ter into my Rec. 
And to make it S t the pfalmiſt, 


1 mentioning wg Oath of God againſt the 


Iſraelites, namely, That they ſhould not enter 


into his Reſt, inſinuates, that there is now 
alſo, in the time of the Goſpel, a Reſt pro- 
pos'd to us, which Infidels ſhall be precluded, 
and into which thoſe who believe {halt cer. + 
tainly enter; he conſiders the ſeveral kinds 
of Reſt in which God is pleas'd to claim a 


Property, which are therefore call'd his Reſts, 
and into which his People may be ſaid to en- 


ter, that ſo it may appear what Reſt that 


is which the Prophet David: intimates im the 


forecited words. 


He ſhews firſt that it TE not be 5 Sab⸗ 


bath, that Day of Reſt that enſu'd the Crea- 


tion, and in which it is ſaid, God reſted from 


all his Works; ſince this Reſt takes its Date 
from the Foundation of the World, where 


as the Reſt the Pſalmiſt means is ſpoken of as 
yet to come. — If they ſball enter into my Reſt ; 


zltho the Works were finiſh'd from the Founda- 
tron of the World, for he ſpake in a certain Plate 


of the ſeventh as on this wiſe : And God did 


reſt the ſeventh day from all his Works, and in 


this Place again, if they ſpall enter into my 


Reſt. That is, they ſhall by no means enter 
into my Reſt, according to the Import of 
the Particle 75 which in the Hebrem ae 


85 a frrong Negatzon; and this is à for ? 
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: Ks if Jeſus (i. e. Joſhua] had kan, them 


"Me: Jonx Pro cory 


| of Speech eſpecially us'd in Swearing. Thus 
when Moſes puts the Tribes of Irael in mind 


of their Obſtinacy and Unbelief, he adds, 
that God was wroth and ſware, ſaying, Surely 


there ſhall not one of theſe Men of this evil Ge- 


aeration ſee the Good Land, &c. Tis in the 


Original, If 4 Man among theſe Men ſhall fee, 
& 


C 
le farther obſerves, that the Reſt, ſug- 
geſted by the Pſalmiſt, could not be the 


Land of Canaan, tho this was alſo calPd 


+ God's Reſt, becauſe Iſrael had been poſſeſs'd 


of it long before the time of David. Again 


. 
1 
. 
: 
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he limiteth a certain dq, ſaying, in David, Tov. 7,8. 


| after ſo long a time; as it is ſaid, To day 


ye will hear his Voice, harden not Jour Hearts : 


TE then would he not n ve N, 


E another day. 


5 3 
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+ Took oy CI of which he prophelies : 


| The Sum of this Reaſoning amounts to 
3 this The Royal Pfalmiſt, in warning Men 


to hear the Voice of God To Day, and not to 


& horde their Hearts againſt it as the J/raelites 


| formerly did, leſt they ſhould be puniſh'd 
like them, ſignifies, that by obeying this 
Call of God, in believing the Divine Word, 


they ſhall: be admitted into God's Reſt: 


which can't here mean the Sabbath, or the 


Land of Canaan, tho each of theſe is calld 
his Reſt; becauſe Men enter'd into theſe 
long before the time of David, and therefore 

muſt be underſtood of a Stats of Reſt pro- 
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So chat e 8 Author of this Epiſtle kad. 
cludes in the words of our Text, There- re- 
maineth therefore a Reft to the People of Gol. 


The Method I ſhall take in tr cating theſe 


Warts wil be ; 


. To give you a General Idea of them, 
buy a brief Explication. 
II. Jo inſiſt more particularly on the Prin- 
pal Things contain'd in them. 
Ni. 1 am to give a General View of tho 
Text, by explaining. the! erms of it. nd 


am to ſhew, 8 


1. W hat i is fignify'd by thes Reſt. - A. 
2. Who are deſign'd by this Character, 
The People of God! 

3» What is meant by the remaining of this 


| Reſt to them. 


1. As tothe Reſt here ſpoken of, ris! evi- 
dent it ſignifies that State of Happineſs 
which the Righteous ſhall enjoy in the World 


to come: and this Term (like that of Peace) 


is us d in the Holy Scripture in a very exten- 


ſive Senſe, and ſometimes ſignifies, 


(i.) That Eaſe and Repofe which enſues 
a Ceſſation of Toil and Labour; for theſe 


were firſt introduc'd by Sin, and thereff re | 


tis a part of the Curſe pronoune d on falle 


Man, that i Sorrow he ſhould eat of ils 
Sen. 3.15. [Fruits of the] Ground af the days of his Life; 


and that in the Sweat of his Face, he ſhould 


eat * Bread. * fa Labour and Sor- 
10, 
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T MW. no Pisser. 
, © cow; that Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, of 
Which the wiſe Man fo often complains in 
the Book of Eccleſiaſtes, may well be taken 
for a Comment on this righteous: Sentence. 
The Miſery of Men, on this account, ap- 
pear'd to him ſo great, as to make him pre- 
fer the State of the Dead to that of the Liv- pa, 4.2. 
ui; and the day of Death, to the | day of one's Ch. 7. 1. 
Birth. Indeed to be deliver'd from theſe E- IF 
vils, is no inconfiderable Advantage: Tho 
we are not to imagine, that the Reſt ſpoken 
ok inour Text only regards that of the Bo- 
dy in the Grave; however this is taken no- 
tice of in Scripture as a Benefit. When Job 
deſcribes the Eaſe and Quiet of the Grave/, 
„ he elegantly ſays, There the Wicked ceaſe from Job 3. 17 
ttroabling, and there the Weary are at reſt: 8, . 
3 There the Priſoners reſt together, they hear not 
the Hoice of the Oppreſſer : Ihe Small and Great 
are there, and the Servant is "free from his 
Master. And the Prophet Iſaiah, ſpeaking f 
the Death of the righteous Man, ſays, He 1, 3, 2 | 
) | 1 


__ ſhall enter into Peace ; they ſhall zeſt in their 
Beds, each one mallting in his Uprightneſs.” An 
Angel ſpeaks to the fame purpoſe to the Pro- 
8 Phet Daniel, Go thou thy way, till the End be; Dan. 12. 
e for thou ſhalt reſt, and ſtand in tot at the 13. 
e "+ of Days. And after the like manner the 
n Apoſtle John is inſtructed by a Voice from 
e Heaven, ſaying, ' Write, Bleſſed are the Dead Rev: 14. 
; ho die in the LORD, from henceforth ; yea, 13 
d faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
Labours, aud their . arks Follow them. ANF FA . 3 
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Baut the Reſt in the Text may be ſuppos'd 
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eſpecially to regard that of the Souls of good 
Men, when ſeparated from their Bodies ; 


2Cor. 5.8. for while they are abſent from the Body, = 


will be preſent with the Lord, when they ſha 


be free from all the Fatigue and Care that 


attend them in this Life. Above all, it may 
denote that perfect State of Reſt that will 


follow the Reſurrection of the Juſt, whoſe _ 
Bodies and Souls, when reunited, ſhall parti- 
_ <ipate the ſame Bleſſing, and enjoy an ever- 
laſting Ammunity from all Toil,, Labour and 


'Uneaſinels. %%% ͤ . 
Ihis Senſe of the Word is confirm'd, by 
the Alluſion which the Author of this Epi- 
ſtle makes in the Context both to the Condi- 


tion of the Iſraelites, who were deliver'd 
from a State of Slavery and Bondage, which 


they had long undergone in Egypt, and were 
promis'd a State of Liberty and Eaſe in the 


Land of Canaan; and alſo to the Reſt of the 


Sabbath, in which God is ſaid to have reſted 
from all his Works, and which was deſign'd 
togive Men Reſt from their ordinary Toil 


and Labour: and therefore the words we 


are conſidering run thus in the Original, There 
remains th 


bom... * IE a by 
(2.) This Reſt ſignifies a State of Settle- 
ment and Security, in oppoſition to the va- 
rious Changes and Viciſſitudes, the Hazards :; 
and Dangers that attend good Men in this 


efore a Sabbatiſm for the People of 5 
"> - 2 * = ; L 
a Ceſſation from all Toil and La- 4 
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Life. Thus when God promiſes the People 

of Iſrael, that his Preſence ſhould go with them, Exod. 33. 
and that he woald give them Reſt ; *tis plain, - 
he hereby lets them know, that whereas 
they were now wandering in the Deſart, 
he would bring them to a ſettled State, and 
that he would at length ſecure them from 


— 


the Inconveniences and Dangers which at- 


tended them during their Pilgrimage. And 
when this People were freed from the Cala- 
mity of War, *tis ſaid their Land had reſt Joſh. 14. 
On the fame. account *tis faid of 35; © _ 
David, that the LORD gave him Rejt from 31. 5 
all his Enemies round about : And it was pro- 28am. 5. i. 
pheſy'd of Solomon, that he ſhould be « Man Chron. 
of Reſt; that is, that he ſhould have a peace- 22. 9- 
ful Reign. To the like purpoſe the Jems are 
ſaid to have had Reſt from their Enemies, af. Eſth. g. 
ter the Defeat of Haman's Plotꝭ to ſignify the 15. 
Tranquillity and Safety they enjoy'd on that 
oOccaſion. | | SE 4 
This well agrees with the Reference made 
in the Context to what was promis'd the I, 
raelites; namely, that after all the Journys 
and Toils of the Wilderneſs for forty years, 
and all the Wars that ſhould attend them at 
their Entrance of the promis'd Land, they 
Ihduld at length attain a State of Settlement 
and Security. Thus good Men, tho in a 


Lars Iz 
4 * 
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State of Pilgrimage and Warfare, during 
their Abode in this World, ſhall at laſt arrive 
at Heaven, where there is perfect Safety 
and Tranquillity: Tho all things here are 

Wed os Ob: fluctua- 
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tiers, Which happen'd thrice a year, when 
they were oblig'd to go up to Jeruſalem to 
worſhip : So this might adumbrate that per- 
fect Security and uninterrupted Tranquillity 
a — Righteous ſhall enjoy in the Heavenly 
a | 14 . 


who are troubled, REST with us, when the 
LORD Jeſus ſhall be reveaPd from Heaven 


Rev. 14. 


11. 


of Glory is conſtant and permanent. 
the Divine Protection, ſo long as they were 


ſhould have no occaſion to fear any Invaſion 


rief and Pain; as appears by tlie account 
the Apoſtle Paul gives of the future Jodg- 


Apoſtle John deſcribes the Miſery of thoſe ® 
who ſhall be condemn'd to Eternal Tor- 
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fluctuating and ſubject to change, that State 
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And as the Tribes of Iſrael were promis d 


3 


ſtedfaſt in God's Covenant; fo that they 3 


1 


from their Enemies, nay that theſe ſnould 
not ſo much as deſire their Land, when all 
the Men were withdrawn from their Fron- 


(2; . Lo * 5 N 


X3) This Term frequently ſignifies Joy 1 
and Pleaſure, and is oppos'd to a State of 


ment, when he ſays to the Theſſalonians, —1t 
ig a righteons thing with God to recompeuſe Tri- 
bulation to them that trouble you; and to you, 
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with his mighty Angels, &c. And when the 4 
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ments, he ſays, They have no Reſt, Day nor 7; 
Nr. „ 

The People of Iſael were promis'd Reſ, . 
in this Senſe, in the Land of Canaan, in caſe 


8 


they were obedient to the Divine Laws. 5 
They were not only to b 


protected from Ca- 


. Jenn Precorr. uy 


lamities and Dangers, ſo that none ſhould 


r- 
07 


[ls 


long Life, Peace and Plenty; in ſhort, the 
Confluence of all Temporal» Bleſſings, that 


| 
© 
4 might give them innocent Pleaſure and Joy; 
ql 
ll 


» „ | | 1 a : ; 
make them afraid; but to fit down. under their Zech. 3. 


1 
* 


Vines and Fig-Trees, to enjoy Health and 18. 


214. 


or to ule the Apoſtle's words on a like o- 
ſion, To fill their Hearts with Food and Glad- Ads 14. 


neſs. : 132 #* ES fix 7 
= Laſtly, Re# is often taken for Compla- 
cency, Content and Satisfaction. Thus tis 
ſaid, on the occalion of Noah's -Sactifices, 


e LORD ſmelPd a ſweet Savor, or Gen. 8. 21. 1 


as it is in the Original, 4 Savor of Reit; to 
ſhew his Offerings were very acceptable to 


ſhewy God's Complacency in the Oblations 
that were preſented him, according to his Numb. 
con Inſtitution. And when the Pſalmiſt 28. 2. 
would calm the Troubles of his Mind, he 


thus expreſſes himſelf, Return to thy Rei, O P16. 7: 1 


m) Soul, for the LORD hath dealt bountiful= 


h with thee. As if he had faid, Return, O 

my Soul, to thy uſual Refuge, to that Con- 
tent and Satisfaction thou art wont to enjß 
in reſigning: thy ſelf. to the Divine Conduct, © *| 


And in reflecting on God's ꝓaſt Favours. A- 


gain, Ress inthe LORD, and mait pattently Pf. 35. 3. 


J for him, ſays he; that is, reſt ſatisfy d with 
his Wiſe Diſpoſal of all Events. And when 
the Prophet Zephaniah would ſhew how 


10 == Complacency God takes in his People, 

* he fays, The LORD. thy God in the midſt of Zepb. 3. 
: 5 E 4 Ne 4 1 8 « 

„„ 3 1 


Deut. 28. 


God. And this Phraſe is elſewhere us'd, to E- i 


7 Ebi __ n 


thee is gb he will rejoice over thee with *%;, | 3 
| he will REST in his Love, he will joy over thee | 4 
| with Singing. I 
mw _ Thus we have a General Idea of this Reſt, 7 
| which not only ſignifies a Ceffation from 
= Toil and Labour, but a State of Settlement 
we and Security, and of Joy and Pleaſure, nay 4 4 
that Fulneſs of Joy which Complacency and 
i Satisfaction denote ; fo that *tis a Term very . 
lit fit to repreſent the Happineſs | of the Heaven- 4 
RL... ˙· 35 1 
1 2. We are now to conſider who are the 1 
1 Perſons that ſhall attain this Reſt ek by 25 
this Character, [The Peop le of God.] 0 
Tis well known that Fi Title was, in N 
antient times, given the Tribes of Iſrael; and 4 
tis to be obſerv'd that the Author of this 4 
d 
r 


** 


Epiſtle conſtantly alludes to ſuch Things, and 

uſes ſuch Terms as that Nation was perfe&t- 

ly wellacquainted with. They were calld 
the People of God, becauſe they were felefted = 
from the reſt of Mankind to be, after a very | Ups 
particular manner, inſtructed in the Know- 6 
ledg of the Divine Will, and were taken in- _C: 
to Covenant with God. They were form'd 
into a Political State, of which God him- b. ö 
ſelf was the King, who gave them Laws 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and by a long 
Series of Miracles deliver'd and protected E 
them from their Enemies, ſo long as they x 
remain'd ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. On this 5 
- account they were call'd, A choſen Generation, Ix 
4 Rayal Prieſthood, a: rs Nation, # Peculiar | * 
9275 3 . Loozed 
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Indeed they vert not al Iſrael who were! Rom. g2 5 
Tz: nor all" be Seed of Abraham, in tlie 5 7.8: 
nſe of the Goſpel, / WhO deſcended! from» — 
him according to the Feb; yet were they-Ty<: 
. Rep reſetitatives' of that Holy- Nation, 
that N — of Prieſts, that Peculiar Pho ple, 
ide ban to collect for himlel 
out _— a degenerate World, during the State 
Jo the Goſpel: Which N 6 alter?d 
be face of Religion, and brought In a lively 
and a ne Account of Things, refi- 
ng and raiſing the Minds of Men from car- 
als and Karel, ro ſpiritual and heavenly 
Objects. Under this pure Diſpenſation, they 1 
only are counted Abraham's Seed, and Feirs Gal. 3.295 * 
A tcording to the Promiſe, who imitate the E. : : Ja 
ther of the Faithful in believing che Word of 9 
Goc, and prove themſelves to be his Chil- 
1 drew by imitating ' his Example: They are 
reckond J/raelites indeed, in whom there is ; 
0 Gnile; gon are born not of Blood, nor ff Job. 1.135 
te Will of the Fleſh, nor of the Will 9 be 
but of Goa; who are — by t fi- 3 
s | Feel of the Holy Spirit. Theſe a the Peo - 3 
| 2 an of God, in the ſenſe of our Text, who = 
truly beßese in the name of our LORD 4 
; Jeſus Chriſt, and imbrace his Goſpel. And 1 
ks to theſe that this Ref, or State of Happi- ; 
| ntfs, remains,” tis only they who b21ieve, that Reb. 4.42 
q 
. 


8 
2 +3 ; 
7 * 
1 3 * 


9 enter into this Ref, n the contrary, witbous Heb. 11 5. 
Faith i impoſſible tu pleaſe God: And as t 
Habach of the, Iſcaelites hinder'd them from 
2 enter ing into 3 ” thoſe who * 


err ee eme u.. 
I} e and reject the Goſpel of Chriſt, Will with- 


— and Miſery. “ 0 
3. The laſt chin” to be explain d, is the, 
Remaining . of this Reſt: There remaineth. 4 
Reſt ta the People, of God. And this Way im- 


172 AN That this Stats. of Happineſs, FI not 
9 be expected in this preſent World. This 
is à State of Pilgrimage, where good Men 
14 lind no xeſt for the Soles of their Feet: I am 
BY PL 39.12. * 4 Stranger with thee (fays the Pſalmiſt) tg 7 
1 Sojouur ner, ar all my- Hathers were. And the 
. 3 of this Epiſtle, ſpeaking of the Pa- 
WE erev. . triarchs, ſays, They, confeſs d +a they were 
If 32.14.15, Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth; and adds, 
„„ that Ihe who, jay ſuch things declare. 7 oe | 
that they ſeek a C guntiy, poo of that they deſige 4 
e Country,.. that is, a heauenly: berefore . 
God is not aſbam d to be. call d "Their 840 far 
he hath. prepan d for them a City. This is not 
their Reſt, but chere remains a Reſt for them 
Fr in the future State. 
. It may alſo denote che : Certainty of 
| their Enj oyment of, this Ha anpinglss, tis. fu- 
'F ture, but tis real; the Ma ions of Bliſs are 
prepar'd for them. The Glory they 12 0 for, 


* 2 
10 be laid: 151 far them in Heaven. obs 
(30 It may Wi de Duration of it. 
| offs not, like the Pleaſures of this. World, 
which are mamentany and fleeting, and 


„ * ; 


6 5h * Repentance, i ll. ſhort - of Eternal Feli- 
„and be eee to the Sentence of Ae 7 


F Col. 1.85 the "3 rown: of Righteouſneſs they expect, is ſaid 4 


„ 7 which . 


Mr.. Jo nN PICGGorTr. 19: 


Which may be compar'd to the crackling: 8 

E under a Pot, as the wiſe Man elegant P 4 

* repreſents the Laughter of a Fool; for af. Ecel. 7.63 

ter a little Noiſe and ſhort Blaze, theſe: tri 

fling Joys vaniſh and come to nothing, but 

_ often leave Bitterneſs and Remorſe behind 

them. The things of this World periſh in Col. a. aa: 

ttztche uſing, and the Faſhion of it continually? Cor. 7. 
' poſſe away; but the Saints have i» Heaven 4 llcb. 565 
better and an endurins Subſtance, Their 34. 
Crowns of Glory never fade, their Reſt is 

: not interrupted” there, but remains to Eter- 

1 3 | ey: 28. 

Having explain'd the Terms of the T ext, 1 L 
am now, 4. 


II. More purrionlarty to ; diſcourſe'« on the 
) n things contain d in it, and ſhall 
treat, K = 
1. Of the Excellency of that Futhis State | 
of Happineſs deſcrib*d here by Reft. _ | 
2. Of the Character of the Perſons who 1 
hall enjoy it, vis. the People of God. ; 
3. Of the Certaiaty of this State. 
. The Excellency of this State of Happi- 
ry repreſented by Reſt, deſerves our parti- 
[2 ;cular Conſideration. . 
Wo all naturally and neceſſarily as to 
1 be happy, and to be as happy as tis poſſible 
for us to be: And what can we deſire more 
(as large and as importunate as our Deſires 
are) than to be entirely free from Labour 
4 bara * * and Diſappointment, —_ 
1 B 2 


nn 


* 


— . — — — 


11 Funeral Sermon an 


d Sorrow, 8 and 3 ** to 
84155 conſtant Eaſe and Rępoſe, undiſturbd 


Vet no leſs Happineſs than this is ſig- 
nißy d by that Reſwhich remains to the People 


— , 
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er. have enter d into the Heart of Man the 
things which God hath. prepar'd for them bat 
love um. is a conſiderable Advantage to 
he deliver id from all the Toil and Vexation, 
Cazes and Troubles, Fears and Hazards 
that attend us in our preſent State; to have 
. 21. Tears wip'd from all Eyes, | When there: ſhall 
* be no more Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, 
4 neither ſhall there y any more Pain. But tis a 
ti ge higher degree of Happineſs, to have 
Capacity of the Soul inlarg'd and re- 

, to receive and reliſh heavehly Joys, 

, then to have its Deſixes entirely ſatisfy'd, 
fd with all the Fulneſs. of God. Sabety 
Tranquillity would make a moderate de- 
Sree of the Accommodations of this Life ve- 
ry comfortable: but What Words can ex- 
U the Bg e of. that State and Place, 
Heß the bigha( Pleaſure. is Join d with the 

k 24. Security, and where there's: not the 
| gl Fear of lofing that Divine keyour,which 
N 15 65 thes Soul th e greateſt Content and Satiſ- 
ö Pie. 11. faction; where there is Fulneſ . of Jos and 

Flegares for æwermorſs on 1s 

many bright. Images: and A Fi- 
Sures, us Hin che Seripture to * 
Has run 


|: Kat." 3 Jas Hie hath wot; ſeen, nor Ear beard, nei- 


— 1 * r . 
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of, God, a5 you haue heard before. Ii uch | 


—_ 1 7 exquiſite. Joy and perfect Setisfcy 
ti 


Mr. Jo HN PreGorTr. 
Hits bleſſed State, fall infinitely ſhort of its 
real Glory: But as the Objects of Senſe ea. 
ly and ſtrongly affect us, the Word of God 
Fepreſents the Celeſtial Glory 5 every thing 
hat Men chiefly admire and deem in —4 
World; that by ſtriking their Imaginations, 
f their Attention may. be ingag'd tO u 
the real Excellency of that Happineſs, and 
how to ſecure to themſelves the Enjoyiment 


of! N 
What a ——— Deſeription is given 


4 of the New Jeruſalem by the Apoſtle © oh Chap-21 


in his Revelation Wbar gloyious things ares 
ſpoken of the Ci try of God'! The Walls are 
| Preat and high, the Building regular and 
noble; the Materials of the Wall are Jaſper, 


And the Streets of the City pure Gold, lies 


tranſparent Glas; the Foundations garniſh'd 
with all manner of precious Stones, the 
twelve Gates twelve entire Pearls, tis adormd 


With the Throne of God, and fa vor'd with 


the continual Preſence of his Glory, and that 
of our bleſſed Saviour, which illuminate this 
1 12 City, A River of Water of Life, 
Clear as Chryſtal, proceeding * out of tlie 
Throne of God, and of the Lamb, flows 
| 5 the midſt of it, on the Banks of Which 

grows the Tree of Life bearing great va- 

Ty of Fruits every Month, and Leaves 


: | ine! have a healing Virtue. 
The Infjabitants are digaifyd with: cho 

Titles of Mug, und Priefts,, who ſhall live 
1 aud reign for ever. The Crowns that are 87. 


| FX 4 Funeral Senn n 

Il; ven them, the Robes they wear, and the 
lik Palms they carry in their Hands, the Places 
[11 aſfgnd them on the Throne of Chriſt, to fit 
Chap. 7. With him, as he ſits on his Father's Throne, 
| is give us an Idea of the higheſt. Glory t 

which Creatures can be advanc'd : and cheir 
being fed with the Fruits of the Tree of 
Life in the Paradiſe of God, and with the 
hidden Manna, and led by the LAMB. to 


Expreſſions; ſhew the exquiſite Pleaſure that 
mall, attend their being ever with the LORD. 

It's reaſonable to believe, that the Favors 
to be beſtowod in the heavenly State on thoſe 
whom the King of Kings ſhall delight to ho- 
nor, will be ſutable to the Greatneſs both 


give the endearing Titles of his Children 
and his Friends, "ſhall {hare thoſe Honors 
and Delights, which are agreeable to the 
Dignity of ſuch a Relation. 

It may alſo be juſtly concluded, chat a Fe- 
licity, purchas'd for them at fo vaſt a Price 
as that of the Blood of the Son of God, 


this wonderful Sacrifice; and that the Effects 
of that Divine Love, which- paſſes -Knowleds, 


will appear as well in the Greatneſs, of «he 
Bliss our Savior has procur'd for them, 


rk 0 to e that Gere Deſign. 701 


77 75 HE. 1 Twas 


Living Fountains of Water, and many like 


of his Power and of his Love; and that 
thoſe to whom he diſdains not at preſent to 


muſt bear ſome proportion to the Merit of 


as in the Greatneſs of the Sufferings he en 


1 
x = 


— 


#2 


* Mr. Joan: PI SG0or r. 
© Twas with this View, when. he was rea; 
dy to lay down his Life, that he pray d ſo 
earneſtly to his. Father, that his ifciples 
might be with him in that State of Glory to 
which, he was to be advanc'd, as a ReWar 
ol his Sufferings, that they might behold his 
Glory, and partake: of it: and *twas to in- 
courage them to believe and aſpire after fo 
great 2 Privilege, he aſſures them of his; Af- 
Cenſion, to take poſſeſſion of Hea ven as their 
Forerunner, and to provide Manſions of 
Herr, nr nmr 
But I confeſs this is a very general Ac- 
Count of a. Matter, that well deſerves to be 
more particularly diſcuſs'd: . I ſhall there: 
- fore conſider this State of Happineſs, With 
the Faculties and Capacities of 


| peference:to,the 
10 If, we conſider Man as an intelligent 
Being, we. can't ſuppoſe him capable; of 
- Happineſs, without the Gratification of his 
rational Powers. As his Perception, Reaſon 
and Judgment are Faculties, which ſhew the 
high Rank he has among the various Orders 
of Creatures, tis not to be conceiv'd* that 
nee can be truly happy, unleſs theſe be agree- 
ably entertain d with. proper Objects, and ſe- 
Cur'd from Errors and Mit es, Mankind 
is ſo ſenſihle of this, that thoſe who have al- 
2 low'd themſelyes the molt time to think, and 

reflect on the Dignity and Capacity of their 


Being, have. expreſs'd the en 
dies, zer N eee 
n © eb... 
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cad ther 4 rational Croats cop wn 
be Happy withogr theſe. And when the 
Man, in the Book of Proverbs, ſo geh 
eſcribes the Happineſs of thoſe W ap 
hemfelves to a, re Knowledg and 
9 5 re ew! thereby the My 
755 elig Hat which is founded on 
Princi 5 of Ferne Truth and Prudence; 
roceeds on the Suppeſition, that tis 


5 1205 ble to be Happy 1 in a State of Error 


And Folly. 
How many Great Minds KING Weed 
7 of Inconveniences and Diſadvan- 


11758 rather than they Would want the Sa. 
I 


ion of improving their intellectual T4. 
ro and have with extraordinary Vigor 
| ant Application purfud ſuch Studies, as 9. 
thers Have accounted, more dry than profita- 
ble! Which however ſhews, that the {ro 
Jedg even of things leſs important is deſira- 


| bie; how much morethe Knowledg'of Truths 
| of the higheſt Natute and Confequence ? 
Andi it, norwithſtanding the fmall rant 
the greateſt Genjus can make in the Know. _ 
ledg of Truth in this World, becauſe of the 5 
Thortneſs of hurhan Life; yet that degree f 
at 5 is 11 8. 11 bas be e ay to 
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Vf. Jon PTS GO rr. 
muſt the Soul find in Knowledg infinitely 
more extenſwe and important, and attaind 
without Labour and Teil, loch as Us Saints 
fhall enjoy in Heaven! 
The great action we make ber wenh 
Men in our Eſteem, with reſpect to the dif: 
ferent meaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledg 
Wie imagine they poſſeſs, ſhews that Man- 
kind arè agreed that theſe greatly ennoble 
our Nature, and have a proper Tendency to 
make us happy. How great then muſt be 
the Felicity, "how: great the Glory of the fus 
ture World, where the Righteous {hall have 
thoſe Divine Truths, which are of the high-\ 
_ eſt Importance, | clearly ſet before them; 
and their Minds inlarg'd to perceive them 
ckiſtinctly Ys And without difficulty apply'd to 
the Contemplation of them! With What 
Joy and Admiration will they be MP4; When 


they know as they are known,” and ſee not, as In 1 Cor.13; 


«Glaſs, darkly or obſvavely, but dearly; « and 2. 
ice tb Face ! Don 
Here we are acgrert Uneererigties; lone 
times groping entirely in the Dark, and at 
peſt enſoying but ſomè little Glimmerings of 

Light: how great will the Joy of the Soil 
be; when ſhe comes to ſee Truth in its native 
Beauty, and is deliver'd both from the Fear 
ae ke, Ant rem the Uneafinels of 


I — YON WER bery imprudent 1 che 
| | make of purſuing ſuch Parts of 
Knowledy as are Refs Valuable, aud yet find 

| * 
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. ..> - this without any of thoſe Avocations, Which, U 
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A Funeral Sermon on 1 
— Pleaſure in ſuch Purſaits:: : FF. 
| How entertaining then muſt the intimate 
Knowledg of God, of his Nature, his De- 
crees, his Works and Laws, be to Souls ua · 
1 for the Intuition of theſe things, Which 

capable of engaging the Attention, and 
fatisfying the Deſires of Myriads of mae 1 

and Men to Eternity! 4 
Our Ignorance, our Proneneſs ta give into 
Miſtakes, our various Prejudices, and our _ 
Impatience in the reſearch of Truth, ofren 
prompt us to imbrace 1ts Shadow and Appea- 1 
rance, inſtead of the Subſtance and Reality : 
But the Heavenly Perfection will remove 1 
from our Souls eyery falſe Biaſs, and entirely 1 
free us from all Prepoſſeſſion and Illuſion. e 
There will be no want of Time for the Ia. jc 
veſtigation of Truth, where Eternity wHl I 
he ſpent in that happy Imployment; and 


by reaſon of the Infirmities of our Nature, 
or the Neceſſities of our Fellow - Creatures, 0 


ſo often give us InterruptiIo. 3 
What à Tranſport of Joy has the n 2 


of a difficult Queſtion given, a-Philoſopher, 
who has before often made it the Subject of 
his Meditation without Succeſs! And, Will 
not the Souls of the Righteous be ſurpriz d 
with infinite Pleaſure, in ſucceeding con- 
ſtantly in the Diſcovery of thoſe Truths, 
that Were formerly involv d in Obſcurity and 
Darkneß; ſo as to baffle the moſt penetrating 
Jan and to confound the Wu and AN I 
Wl 1 
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Mr. JohN Plecerr. 75 27 
-If Men could attain much greater Degrees 4 
L's Knowledg, than tis poſhble for them to 
| do. in this World, and could be ſure of eſca- 
j thoſe evil -Ocourrences, which ſo often 
cut them off in the Bloom of Youth, or in 
| ihe full Vigour of their * ; yet Old Age | 
3 qvertakes them, and makes a wonder- 
ful Impreſſion on the Mind as well as on the 
Body S0 that tis no uncommon thing to 
ſee the Faculties of the Soul, that were once 
ſtrong and lively, become very weak and 
languid; and what was acquir'd with much 
Diligence and Labour, is in a great meaſure 
loſt during this Life; ſo that many a Man 
may be ſaid to ſurvive his Learning, and 
even outlive his Reaſon. But no ſuch De- 
cClenſion will attend the Knowledg of the 
Bleſſed. None of the bright Ideas they 
have ,receiv?d ſhall be blotted from their 
1 Minds, but their Underſtandings eternally 
improve by the Divine Truths, that ſhall be 
© Fee exposid to their View, when they 
all be like God, aud ſee him s he . i üſohn 3 
( 2.) Let us further conſider Man as a free 2. | 
„Agent, and capable of Morality; and we 
mall find, that to make him truly and per- 
| feckly bleſſed,-- he muſt have a Happineſs ſu- 


| j frank to this part of his Character, Which in- 
7] dignifies him more than all other Ad- 
3 . The Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
| Mercy and Truth of God, which are term d 
his moral Perfect ions, give us the moſt glo- 
JriqusT Idea YN Him: and ſince a Creature is 
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by ſo much the more excellent, by tow T 
much the more nearly jt reſembles the Cres. 
tor; and ſince Men can reſemble the Great 
-God in flothing ſo much, as in theſe moral 
3 Pet. 1- Properties, in being holy 4 he is holy, and nity- 
Luke 6, * tifu &s hie is merciful; "Lid Peticlcy of the 
36, Saints'in Heaven muſt chiefly c y cqpift in mo- 
ral Perfection. It is eſpecially,” on This àc- 
count, that Man is ſaid to Have been created 
in the Tags of G'0D; it was Sin that de- 
Red this glorious Likeneſs," and tis the de- 
Ken of Religion to renew it on che Soul, in 
order to xendet it ha py forever.” "Cr 
Tis indeed impoſfible to be happy without - 
4 ps not only becauſe God has, by an irretet- 
We Heb. 12. 2. file Sentence, fHetermin'd,” that without Fo- 
| 
| 


—.— 


3% et no Man full fit him; but beenule, in 
the nature of the thing atis neceſſary, thar 
thePowets of che Soul be turn and app 
to their pr oper Objekts, to render her em. 7 
pleatly ig An wandturdt Situation of # 

the Mind Will be attended with Uneaſineſs, . 

W | which will frequently recut, notwithſtanding 5, 

the Amuſements Men can poſſibly invent 9” 

| de divert or allay it. And Creatures, capa- 5 
"ble of moral A Nabe ty, Tomld! not be hippy, 1 
Lippoſiti; they Sold tp: tracfported” imo 
Heaven, * their Sduts are viciouſly in- 
Alin'd: Por how could thoſe; who are defti- | 
-Hiite of the Love of God, "find pleaſure in 
Ale View of His Perfetions, the Beauty of * 
-whoſe Holineſs would conſtantly reproach |. 
9 * 10 (of tlleir ee I 
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8 the Severity of Whoſe Juſtige would 

ſuch Terror on their guilty Minds; as v 
"ſoon;convince. them, they could ro more ſub- 
ſiſt in his Preſence, than diy Stubble can 


obſerv d) chiefly conſiſts in tlieir Likeneſs to 
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dwell wich devouring: Fire? Since the Hap- 
pineſs of rational Creatures. (as was juſt now 


their Creator, and in their Communion 
ith him; where there is no Reſemblance, 
9 Tantedribns what Communion 


can there he? What Conmunioz hath Light Cor. 6. | | 
vit h Darkneſs? Aud mhat Concord: hath Chyift t 1: 


ith Belial ?. And for the fame reaſon, tlie 


: Co Vof Saints and Angels would render 
the! Nied very. uneaſy, if they were join d 
to that bleſſed: Society; in which they could 


and nothing to ſocthi and flatter their fooliſh 
ÞPrejudices and corrupt: Appetites, but Tuck 
timents and Diſpoſitions as would direct. 


17 2 and edit 1 775 nay ae 


dad con demn them. 9 a 
The Bliſs of kn, is. deſcrib'd/: by a 


State of Reft: and Tranquillity;. and e 
Vicked. are lite the raging dea, ben it canmot Ila. 57 


7 , whoſe Waters 428 2 wp Maire and Dire, as the 20, 21. 
r ſpeaks ;-:and' then falemal | repeats 
ame thing in other Terms, Ihere is ub 
ſaitſi a OD, 1 the Miclbed. Their 
ls are agitated with furious Storms, and} 
ave ſo violently driven by impetuous 


Es tes, and ſo Ang by with g e TR 
ir conten Faſſions, that if they 
Ref, b arab they Jhould: _— 


ho 


8 


=. 7 1 Fanerd Feen W 
While they are poſſeſs d wo ſuch 2 e 1 
c evil Spirits. 1 8 
But as good Mien aſpi rec: affer: nothing ſo 4 
8 asc moral Refoiiblancs of the Divine 
Being, and as nothing makes them ſo uneaſy 
in this World as the —— of Conformity tro 
their Maker's Will, which often makes them jy 
2 Cor. 5. £r04n;' and deſirt to be diſſalv d, that the ; 
1,2, &c. may put off the Body of Sin, and be divels 
? ted of their earthly 'Tabernacle together; 
and makes cach of them ery out in the Lan- 
pal; 56 guage of the Pſalmiſt, O that I had Wings 
q lite a Dove! for then. would Pine away, and wy 


4 at-reſt : So this-View of the future Glory, a 
4 State of Immunity from all Sin, and of 1 

Þþ compleat Conformity to the-Will of God, is, 

in their acebunt, the Amal glorious and agree 

| able thatcan-he- given. As no Burden is fo. . 
: great to them as that of heir Sins, and no 
ö Jor fo ſo pungent as that which is occaſion d 
| by the conſideration of their Folly and De- 


formity z nothing ſo bet we revives 
1 their drooping Minds, and inſpires them with 
ſio lively a Joy, and fo raviſhing a Pleaſure, 

5 as the Hope of their Arrivab at a State of 


| | perfect Holineſs, wich they Know is the 
| Rghelt Glory of Creatures, and therefore 
11 give them the OED ] of and, A 1 

| tion. TID. 35 1 
1 300 As Mani is a W ohpabie of ya- \Þ 
; rious Appetiĩtes and AﬀeStions, his Happineſs. 
| muſt be confider'd witli reference to theſe, . 
| 10 muſt exclude: thoſe: of them, thr | 1 
3 NZA ther 
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Mr. JouN/PIGGOTT. 
reſt on their proper Objects, giving them a Fj 
* ſutable Intenſeneſs, and a conſtant Pleaſure, {| 
e | Which gives reſt. oo 

$ the pou 4 4 5... e ene | 

= CLEZZHIMK en 1:06 4 OTH 4 : 

© , Thus, the Appetites of Hunger and Thirſt 


Will bave no room in that bleſſed State, 
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© where. the Bodies of the Saints ſhall not need 
© thoſe Reparations hy Food and Drink which | 
> their preſent Infirmities require. All Fear : 
hal be, excluded, where there ſhall be no, 
poſſibilit/ ot Danger, and where there ſhall, | 
| be perfect Love, Which the Apoſtle fays caſts 

out Fear. There will be no room for Anger, 
Where there will be nothing to provoke and 
irritate, or give the leaſt Uncaſineſs; „„ 
Sorrow, where there ſhall be no mournful, ; 
Sc⸗cenes to excite that Paſſion, and Hope it, N 
ſelf ſhall be render'd uſeleſs by the Enjoy, 
ment of a compleat Felicity. There all 
Deſires will be regular, and theſe will find 

their true and full Satisfaction; Love will be 
cConſtantly and intenſely imploy'd in the View - 

© of: Objects infinitely lovely, and unſpeakable 

Joy reſult from the Fruition of ſubſtantial 
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ted to Mankind, as conſcious of their own 
Thoughts and Actions. Now to render : 
Creatures of ſuch a Conſtitution happy, the 
Reflections they make upon their own. Powers 
and Faculties, their Thoughts and-Senſations, 
3 n w 7 £5 Co fas ä 8 * "= E their 
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ben. Words and Actions, muſt gi Hence | 
Trouble” or Anxiety ; baron the contraty, ? 
great Delight and Eotrentrhent, | ron | 
The Conſciouſneſs of the Dignity e A. 5 
Natüre, of the excelleiit Pacuſties, 
and Endowments. God has been pleas? 
give us, and the Abuſe of re by fin, 
paſſes in our Minds, and in dur Lives, oboe af 3 
Vanity of our f ai ek the Tae 
and artiality- of our. Judgr nts, and the 
ons and Ac 
tions, give us frequently a very juſt octation 


1 
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| of Shatne and Remorſs:. Where the Re- 
| fle&ions we make on rhe right uſt of che 
Powers Gock Has gen us, And on thoſe - 
Thoughts, Deſires, Inclinatians and Actions 
| which we have rep 1 501 by his Will, Rites 4 
| us conſiderable PIfire an Satisfaction in 
3 this World, tho attended with many Infir- . 
| mities an Iniperfe@ions. | How happy then 
ii muſt the Righteous be in the heavenly State, 
| when their Minds ſhall be agreeably enter- 
| tain'd” with 3 on the Powers and 
Faculties God 1 them, when rais'd j 
dc the utmoſt pitch Perfection of which + 
« they Arabi) ; When! they ſhall ſee the 
8 brighteſt Traces of the Divine Image on their 
1 own Hearts; when they ſhall feel no Re- 
| luctancy to che petformaance of their Duries, | 


= but attend them with Delight and Pleaſure; 
N when they fhall be conſcious of no vain Fan- 1 
cy or irregular Defire, much Jeſs of any dif- 3 
| ny A&ion ; but find themſelves Conti. 1 
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according to.the Obligations that. are upon 


0 1 | _ and always finding the bighefd Plea- 


| ture and Satisfaction in ſo doing 
. A Wwe naturally and neceſſarily love our 
Are it can't but give us extraordinary Plea- 


4 F* to find all the Springs and Movements 


9 of our Souls in order; ſince this is What 
makes them truly lovely, and renders them 
u che Objects of the Complacency of God, 
7 » whoſe Favonr is Life, and i in whoſe Preſence 
7 | there is Fulneſs of Joy. f 
„ 650 If we moreover cake! x View of Man 
14 nus 2 Creature compounded of two different 
| kinds of Being, vix. a Soul and Body; we 

4 hall find this State of Reſt and Happineſs, 


r.ꝝaſſign'd to the Righteous, is adapted to bot 


4 Parts of him. How happy the Souls of 
good Men ſhall be, has in part been ſhewn 

2 already; but they will not attain perfect Bliſs, 

d till the happy Day of the Reſurrection, when 

d | their Bodys too ſhall participate the heavenly 

Glory. 

16 3 

ir © Man; yet the Holy Scripture aſſures us, that 

e- the Badies of the Saints ſhall be dais d from 

I 4 the Duſt, and clothd with Beauty and Im- 


n. aur vile Body, that it may be faſbion d like to 
u Glorious Body, according to the Working, 
ti % kr preg he is able even to ſubdue all things #0 


ol + C himfelf : 


at 
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dom and Holineſs approve, always anſwer- 
ing the End of their Being, abways acting 


The Body indeed is the leſs noble Furt of 


* 7 
33 


3 bra: that our bleſſed Savior will change uz 
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1 Cor. 15. are ſown in Corruption, they {hall be raid in 

e. Incorruption; tho ſown in Diſbonour, they ſhall 

be rais d in Glory; tho ſown in W Fans they 

ſhall be raigd in Power; and that which is ſown 
a natural Body, tais'd a ſpiritual One. 

How glorious did the Body of our Savior 

appear, when transfigur'd, and when he 

Rev.1.13, ſhew*d himſelf to the Apoſtle Jahn! If the 

14, © Bodies of the Saints are to be faſhion'd after 
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j this glorious Model, we may be ſure the 
| Matter of them will be greatly purg'd and 
i refin'd, and the Form of them will very 


beautiful and glorious, When this Mortal 
ball have put on Immortality, and Death ſhall 
be ſwallow*d ap in Victory, thoſe Bodies that 
ſhall be form'd for Eternity, and to be the 
Vehicles of ſuch happy Souls, will be every 
5 way fitted and quality'd for ſuch an Office, 
= and for ſuch a Duration. et TE 
(.) As Man is 4 ſociable Creature, he 
ought to have agreeable Society, as well as o- 
ther Advantages,'to render him compleatly 
'3 happy : For whatever Privileges ſome me- 
lancholy and ſuperſtitious Fancies have af- 
| 
| 
* 
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fix d to perpetual Sdlitude and Retirement, 
we have reaſon to believe the Author of our 


ſbould be alone. And that this Declaration 
may be extended farther than Conjugal So- 
ciety, will appear from the Faculties be- 
ſtowid on Mankind, which render them ca- 
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bunſelf: That tho the Bodies of the Saints 
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Being, who ſoon. after the Formation of the 
Gen. 2.18. firſt Man, declar'd it was nat good that he 


rei er . ned OD OT Tow een 


Ws 


r 


"m 
2 


pable of doing much Service to each other; 
nay, both of contributing to, and partaking 

of various Benefits only to be enjoy'd in a 
(%% — % 
The Power of communicating Ideas, eſpe- 
cially by the Faculty of Speech, the Capaci- 


ty of being affected with each others Cir- 


cCunſtances, and touch'd with each others 
Paſſons, ſufficiently make appear, that Men 
were, in their Original Conſtitution, de- 
ſignd for Society. 5 ; 
Lis true, the Saints above in Glory ſtand 
not in need of divers of thoſe Aſſiſtances and 
Supports, which make Society ſo very ne- 
cCelary to us here below; yet this does not 
hiider but, even in their bleſſed State, the 
Cempany of their Fellow- Creatures, both 
.ofthe ſame and of a ſuperior Order, may 
contribute to the Advancement of their Glo- 
ry and Bliſs, as this will give occaſion bot 
to the Exerciſe of their Vertues, the Im- 
Pprwvement of their Knowledg, and the Com- 
munication of their Joys. Therefore the 
Author of this Epiſtle deſcribes the Celeſtial 
State, in Terms that give us the Idea of a 
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Mott glorious and happy Society: Te are Heb. 12. 


come (lays he) to Mount Sion, and to the City ***3:**%* 


ef the Living GOD, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and Ao an innumerable Company of Angels; To 
"the General Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt- 
= barn, who are written in Heaven, and to GOD 


3 he TJaudg of All, und to the Spirits of Tuſt 
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Nilen made. perfect, and to Jeſus the Mediator 


of the New Covenant, &c. 


/ 


o 
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And, how bleſſed muſt that Society be, 


Rinn RU GY : ak | js; 2h 
which Thall remain for ever free from all 


Pride and Vanity, all irregular Self-Love, all 
Fraud 'and Treachery, all Envy and Malice, 
all Diſcord and Contention, all Suſpicion 
and Jealouſy ; and where Humility and Cha- 
rity, Sincerity and Kindneſs, Peace and Far- 
mony, mutual Confidence and Friendſaip 
ſhall reign for ever! | 


The Terms of natural and civil Relatien, 
ſuch as thoſe of Brethren and Friends, O- 
Heirs and Fellow-Citizens, ſufficiently inci- 
cate, that the Happineſs. of Heaven will te 
ſocially enjoy'd: and this well agrees with 


the natural Propenſion we have to Conve - 


ſation with others, as we have before o- 
ſerv'd. Nor will the Enjoyment of Con- 
munion with God hinder the Society of pe. 
fect Creatures from being both delightfil 


and profitable to each other, any more than 


our Communion with him, in this imperfect 


State, interfergs with the good Offices we 


render each other, either in the Civil or Re- 
ligious 1 to Which we appertain, 
and with the Advantage and Pleaſure we 
r 
Laſtly, This Happineſs is adapted to the 


Condition of Man, conſider'd as capable of 
Immortality, and deſign'd by the Author of 
his Being to ſubſiſt for ever: and therefore to 
render Men compleatly happy, r 7 1 

. | ecur'd 
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= Mr. JohN PIGGOTT. 
ſecur'd of the Continuance of the Happi- 
© neſs they enjoy; otherwiſe the greater it is 
in Degree, the greater will be their Sollici- 
de and Fear, left they ſhould be deptiv'd . - 
of it, if it be precarious, and uncertain -* 
Mankind deſire not only to be happy, but to 
de ſo forever: and as it is the greateſt; Ag- - 
gravation of the Miſery of the Wicked in 
the future State, that they ſhall have no Reſt, 
but be tormented for ever and ever; fo tis 
a mighty Inhancement to che Felicity of the 
„KRighteous, that it ſhall continue in an unin- 
terrupted Courſe to Eternity. No Night 
hall draw a Veil over that bright and glo- 
> _© rious Day, no Cloud {hall intercept its Luſ- 
tre in the leaſt degree. "A yrs 
I bo the People of 1j-ael- enjoy'd Reft and 
Peace in the Land of Canaan for a time, yet 
- _ were they ſometimes invaded, and at ro a 
times led Captive into foreign Countries. by 
| _ their Enemies: But the Reſt that remains to 
1 _the People of God, is perpetual in its Dura- 
t tion, being founded on an everlaſting Cove- 2 Sam. 
e _ nant, order d in all things, and ſure.  ' © 35 
- | To Perſons, who by their Guilt have de- 
„ .ferv'd' everlaſting Deftruttion from the Pre- 2 Theſſ. 
e » fence of the Lord, and the Glory of his Pomer, 9 _ 
- State of Indolence, or even freedom from 
ce great Pain and Torment, might be accounted 
of 1a conſiderable Indulgence. What, Words 
of then can expreſs the Divine Mercy and 
o Bounty, which have provided ſuch a State of 
de Reſt and Happineſs, as we have been de- 
© "ZE 2 ſcribing, 


85 2 Funeral Sermon on 
icribing, for thoſe who were once dead in 
Treſpaſſes and Sins, tho now riſe» to Mem- 
nes of Life by jeſus Chriſt; for thoſe who 
once Were not his People, tho now dignify*d 
with the Title of the People of God! That 


they might be happy in every Capacity, to 


the utmoſt Extent, and to all Eternity 
What Love and Gratitude, what Sacrifices 
of Thankſgiving, what Acclamations of 
Praiſe, what Obedience ought to be offer'd 
for this unſpeakabte Gift, both in Time and 
thro Eternity, by the Heirs of this Bliſs and 
Partners of this Glory, to Him who has 
call'd them to Glory and Vertue, and made 
them Kings and Priefts, to reign with Himſelf 
for ever ! e se 
2. Tis time we now particularly conſider 
the Character of the Perſons who ſhall enjoy 
this State of Eternal Reſt and Happineſs : 
They are the People 78 God. Tis for them, 
for them on, and for all of them, that this 
Glory is prepar'd and reſerv'd. | 
Not all who aſſume this Appellation 
ſhall participate this Happineſs; but thoſe 
who approve' themſelves' to be the People 
of God, by complying with the Terms 
of his Covenant: Thoſe who truly believe 
(ball enter into, this Ref, while thoſe who 
only make an empty Profeſſion of the 
Truth, .and hold it in Unrighteouſneſs, ſhall 
fall ſhort of it by their Unbelief ; as the Car- 
caſes of "thoſe Iſraelites, who calld them- 
| elves the People of God, and yet dealt trea- 
ES ett | En cherouſiy 
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. Mr. Jo nN PIO GO rr. 
cherouſiy in his Covenant, and provok'd him 
by their Unbelief, fell in the Wilderness. | 
All the Judgments which happen'd to them 1 Cor. 10. 
were for Examples, and are written for our In- 
ſtruction, upon whom the Ends of the World are 
come. Not all that call our Savior LORD, Mat. 25. 
i LORD, ſhall be admitted to the Marriage-**» 
Supper of the Lamb; the Anſwer he makes 
to ſome of them, is, Verih, I ſay unto you, 
I know jou not. With the Diſobedient he 
thus expoſtulates, Why call ye me LOR D, Luk. & 46. 
LORD, and do not the things which T ſay? 
But bleſſed are they who do his Commandments, Rev. 22. 
that they may have right to the Tree of Life, and bis. 
may enter in thro the Gates into the City; for 
without are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whore: 
mnongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters, and 
whoſoever loves and makes a Lye. nl 
Me have before obſerv'd, that none but 
_ thoſe, to whom the Title of the People of 
God juſtly belongs, are capable of this Hap- 
pineſs; none but they have a Temper of 
Soul, which makes them meet to be Partakers of Col. 1. 12. 
tze Inheritance of the Saints in Light; none 
but they can reliſh the refin'd and pure Joys 
of Paradife, which are admirably adapted to 
the Deſires of their holy Souls, which have 
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been ſo effectually attracted by the Grace of 
God, that (like the trembling Needle touch'd 
by the Loadſtone) they can find no Reſt, but 
in fixing on the beloved Object, that firſt 
gave them that powerful Impreſſion. . 
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48 ;_ 4 Funerd Sernon en 
And as none but the People of God ſhall en», 
joy this high Privilege, ſo not one of them 

ſhall be depriv'd of it; not one of the Lz- 
tle Ones, ho believe in our bleſſed Savior, 
will be neglected or overlook*d by him. He 
is the good Shepherd, who will loſe none 
of the Sheep committed to his Charge: He 
18.49.16. can never forget his People, ſince he has en- 
1 graven them on the Palms of his Hands, and 


Keb s. 10. not forget aheir Work of Faith, and Labor ef 
i Love ;. not ſo much as 2 Cap of cold Water, 
Mat. 10. given to any one of his Diſciples, in the name 
„ of 4. Diſciple, Mall loſe its Reward, = + . 
3. Let us now, in the laſt Place, conſider 
the. Certainty of this Reft, intimated by its 
| Remaizing to the People of God. Even Na- 
* tural Religion gives ſome Light into this 
P58. 11. Matter, and ſhews, that verily there is 4 Re- 
ward for the Righteous, werily he is 4 God who: 
judges in the Earth. But Divine Revelation 
gives a better Hope, a firmer Aſſurance, and 
Aa more __ and particular Diſcoyery of. 
it. This glorious State of Reſt is ſecur'd to 
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| i the Word, 'and by the Oath of . that God, 
who is Truth it ſelf, and for whom is im- 
| 5 20. {ſible to he, that WE might have ſtrong Con- 
. ſolation,: who have fled for Refage to lay hold on 
the Hape fet befone us; which Hape we have as 
an Anchor of the. Soul, both fare and ftedfaſt, 
aud which enters into that within the Veil; mi. 
Ther the Forerunner is for us enter d; even Je- 
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their Malls are continually before him. He Will 


the Righteous by the Divine Promiſe; by 
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7 . K. 4 Hip h Prieſt for ever, after the Oy: 
er of inde” oy What greater Aſſurance 
can we have of any thing than the Divine 
Promiſe? Since the Word of God is more 
ſtable than the Heavens and the Earth; 
theſe may. fail, but his Word abides for ever. 
be Time will come, when the Heavens ſhall 2 Pet. 3. 
9 paſs away with 4 great Noiſe, and the Elements 
ſhall. melt with fervent Heat, when the Earth 
"alſo, and the Works that are therein, ſhall be 
burnt Up. Nevertheleſs wes according to his 
Promiſe, lool for nem Heavens, and 4 nem 
Earth, whereiz dwells Ri ghteouſueſs, When the 
| World {ſhall be Aelug d with Fire, as it was 
formerly with Water, the Nem FJeraſalem 
ſhall receive and ſecure the People of God, 
*as the Ark did then dd. Bamily of righteous 
Mah. Tho this Earth and Heaven will. be Heb. 12; 
ſhaken, there are things that cannot be ſhaken; 27. 
but mult remain; there's à Kingdom that can V. as. 
not be movd, but will abide for ever, 
; Since a nem and living way is conſecrated for Heb. To, 
us, thro the Veil of our Ht s Fleſh, and him- 2% 21, 
ſelf is eſtahliſh'd 4 High Prieſt over "the Hoaſs 5 


| of G va, may draw zear with a true Heart, 


a i Full Afſarance Faith—And ought to 


” hold fait the Profeſfio on of our Faith Rh. ma- 


2 vering, ſeeing he is faithful who hath promis d. 


Thoſe who believe have now Acceſs by 
Faith to the Throne of Chriſt in Heaven, 
and derive thoſe Graces and Favors thence, 
E which are the Pledges of the future Glory 


F E expect, When their Perſons ſhall take 


poſſeſſion 


———ũ—̃— — — — 


_ ' A Funeral Sermon on 1 
poſſeſſion of the Regions of Glory. In the 12 
mean time He lives and reigns there as their 1 
Head and Repreſentative, and will not fail 1 
to give them that Celeſtial: Inheritance, 
which he purchas'd for them at the ineſtima- 
ble Price of his Blood, and by the Proſpe& of 
al 

1 

1 

0 

£ 

WH 


# -  - which he encourages them to perſiſt in the, 
ret. 19. ways of Truth and Holineſs, till they receive 
the End of their Faith, even the Salvation f 

eee, W TO ren hore. 
Add to this, that our bleſſed Redeemer 

aſcended to this glorious Place in the View - 
of his Diſciples, and ſoon gave ample Proofs 
of the high Station he has there, and of his 
extenſive Authority over the Univerſe, by 
the Diſtribution of extraordinary and mi- 
raculous Gifre, as the &eR Fruits of that Glo- 
ry, the Harveſt of which is hereafter to be 
0 


# 


expected; ſo that it would argue great 
- Weakneſs and Ingratitude, ſo much as to 
doubt of the Certainty of this Reſt which re. 
mains to the People of God. 3. 
Thus have I diſpatch'd the ſeveral things ! 
propos d particularly to diſcourſe on, and 
now ſhall make a few Reflections upon the © 
1. If ſuch a State of Reſt remains to. the 
People of God, how much does it concern 

4 us to be of that happy Number, to be written 
W 16, 4. 2. Cor enroll'd] among the Living in Jeruſalem, 
4 as the Prophet ſpeaks? When the moſk 
haughty and pompous Titles, that 11155 1 
ie „ gun 
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ff. Jonn P1GGoTrT, 4Þ 
he guiſh ſome Men from their Fellow-Creatures 
ir in Civil Society, ſhall vaniſh and come to 
il nothing; and when all Temporal Relation, 
e, with its Conſequences, ſhall ceaſe, and Men 
aof high and low Degree, Kindred and Aliens 
of he reduc'd to one common Level; 'twill then 
le be of the higheſt Conſequence to be num 
e ber'd among the People of God, to be own'd 
f for his Friends and Favourites, and to be 
counted among his Children, whom our Sa- 
r _vior will not be aſbam'd to acknowledg for Heb:2.rr; 
V ene FD 255 
S How little ſoever this Title of the People 
5 ef. God is eſteem'd at preſent by thoſe who. 
Adolize the Honors of this World, an extra- 
ordinary Value will be put upon it by Mn 
of all Degrees at the laſt Day: but a mere 
Pretence to this Character will not ſuffice at 
the General Judgment, as appears by our 
) _Savior's Repreſentation of the Proceſs of ß 
that aweful Day. When once, ſays he, the Luke 13. 
Maſter of the Houſe is riſen up, and hath ſhat 25 
© tothe Door, and ye begin to ſtand without, and ox 
to knock at the Door, ſaying, LORD, LORD, 
open to us; and he ſhall anſwer, and ſay to 
jou, I tnom you not whence you are, Then ſhall 
Jou begin to ſay, We have eaten and drank in 
© thy Preſence, and thou haſt taught in our Streets, 
Bat he ſhall ſay, I tell jou, I know you not, 
a 3 whence qu are; depart # rom me all ye Workers | 
f Iniquity : There ſhall be weeping and gnaſbing . 
of. Teeth, when jau ſhall ſee Abraham, and 
Iſaae, ad Jacob, and all the Prophets in the 
33 8 | . agdom | 


Funeral Sermon on 9 
Kine pdom — God, and | you jour ſelves: en g 


_ out, * ?Fis therefor: of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence that we have a juft Claim to this 


Ve are of tlie number of the People of God, 


may truly be ſo calPd but thoſe who believe 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, when *tis expos d 
to them; nor is it ſufficient to give Credit 
to it na general and confusd manner, but 
ſo as effectually to ingage us to embrace the 


Faith of this kind will prove it ſelf genuine, 
by bringing forth the Fruits: ef Righteouſneſr; 


j Perfe&#ion,:'''T'o examine our ſelves ſtrictly 
li this Head is neceſſary, leſt we fatally de- 
Ih Rev. 3.1. — our ſelves with a Name to live while 
2 Tim. 3. we) are dend; and with a Form of Godlinſs, 
* While we deny the Power of it. 

22. How ſhould this difingage the Aﬀec- 
tions of thoſe who find themſelves. 23 | 
with this Character, and with the Privileges | 
i . to it, from this World, and the 
Cl. 3. 1, things of it; and diſpoſe them to ſeek the 


be Hand of God'! How juſt is it that their 
Hearts ſhould be where their Treaſure is 
What is there to be found in this World, 
but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit? as the 
Wiſeman "has long fince obſervd. What 
wender chen if good Men, in this —_— of | 
* . 


Title. Nor is it difficult to know whether | 


if we will feriouſly enquire into the Mat- 
ter: For, as has been {hewn before, none 


Terms of Salvation propos'd in it. And a 


I Col.3.14 and will work by Love, which is the Bond of 
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2 things which are above, wheye' C briſt ſits at the 
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'J Pilgrimage, like the Dove that wander'd 
from the Ark, can nk n. no Reſt for the Soles 
of their Feet? 1 5 


If the ſame Inquiry were made after Reſt 


and Happineſs, as is repreſented in the Book 
of Job to be made after Wiſdom and Under- 

4 ſtanding, the ſame Anſwer might be re- 
turn'd: Man knoweth not the Price thereof, Job 28. 


4 neither is it found in the Land of the Living, 5 13. 


The. Dey th ſaith, It is not in me; and the Sea 
¶ſaith, * is not in me: It can't 67 otten. for 
Gola, 77 ſhall, Silver be weig hid for the 
Price of of it ; it cannot be valu'd with the Gold 
22 Ophir, with the precious Onyæ, ar the Saphir, 

But God underſtands the way thereof, and Ver. 23; 


the n, the Place of it, c. 


| Let, us not then ſeek Happineſs in this 


World, where it is not to be found; for why 
g ſhould we ſeek the Living amon the Dead ? 
But let us turn our Eyes, towards that Ce- 
q leſtial Country where our Savior reſides, and 


direct our Courſe towards that heavenly Je- 


I ruſalem, of which we,proteſs to be CREE 


. The Proſpect of this State of eternal 


4 Reſt and Happineſs, may ſerve to comfort 

7 good Men under all the Aflictions and Sor- 
7 rows that attend them in this World, and al- 
o to juſtify the Divine Government, in the 
unequa Din dation of Temporal Good and 
Evil in the preſent State of Things, which 
1 ſometimes has been ready to ſhock wiſe and 
pious Men. A, for me, ſays the Pſalmiſt, eps 


** Feet were «im ns my * had well nigh 
fat; 
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46 * 4 Funeral Sermon mn 
flipt ; for I was envious at the Fooliſh, when I 
ſam the Profperity of the Wicked. —— They are not 
in Trouble as other Men, neither are they plagu'd 
like other Men, &c. Behold theſe are the Un- 


V.. 


V. 12, 13, 


"+ Riches. Verily ] have cleansd my Heart in 


_ vain, and waſh'd my Hands in Innocence: For 


all the day long have ] been plagu'd, and cha- 
ſten'd every morning. PO Te, 8 

When tis eonfier's that the Joy and Plea- 
ture of wicked Men are but for a moment, 
mix'd with Trouble and Remorſe here, and 
will be follow'd with endleſs Torments in the 
future World ; and that the many Troubles 
that ſometimes befal the beſt of Men, ſhall 


ferve to purify and refine their Souls, and 


to prepare them for eternal Life and Glo- 
ry, and to inhance their Reward,” they 
may well be reconciPq to the moſt ſe- 
vere Diſcipline of Divine Providence : Their 


Cor. 3. light Affliction, which is but for a moment, 


17. works for them a far more exceeding and eter- 


| 4 PC. TE nal weight of Glory. Tho they now ſow 1u 


3, „Tears, they ſhall reap in Joy :. He that goes 
forth and weeps, bearing precious Seed, ſhall 


doubtleſs come again with rejoicing, bringing his 


Sheaves with him. Pe Gag. Oe 

4̃. This ſhould fortify the Minds of good 
Men' againſt the Terrors of Death. That 
which renders Death ſo very terrible, is the 

3 Cor. q. Guilt of our Souls; therefore the Apoſtle ſays, 
36. The Sting 8 is Sin. When tis conſider'd 
as the Effect and Puniſhment of Sin, _ 

N | | that 


goaly, who proſper in the World, they increaſe in J 
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that which leads Men to the Tribunal of the 


Almighcy, to receive an irreverſible Sen- 
tence according to their Works, it has a 


dreadful Aſpect indeed. But if this Sting 


be taken away, if our Conſciences are ſprin- 


from all Sin, and we are reconcibd to God by 
the Croſs of our Redeemer; if being juſti- 
fyd freely by his Grace, we have Peace with 


ing tis to the Righteous the way to eternal 


ind Troubles, the Sorrows and Pains to 


which they are liable at preſent, and give 


chem an Entrance into that glorious Reft 
which has been deſcrib'd to you; into thoſe 


valm and bright Regions, which are never 


ruffled by Storms and Tempeſts, nor ſully'd 
by Clouds and Darkneſs: Where Miſery and 
Paia can have no place, becauſe there's no 
room for Sin and Guilt ; but where perfect 
Holineſs and perfect Happineſs ſhall keep e- 


qual pace to Eternity. „ 

The View of this Reſt has made many 
Chriſtians, who, on other occaſions, ſeem'd 
to have no great Courage or Preſence of 
Mind, triumph over the Grave, when they 


have found themſelves dropping into it. 5 
It was this glorious Proſpect that ſupported d 


the Soul of that Reverend Perſon, whoſe 


God, we may look into the Valley of the 
Shadow of Death without fearing Evil, ſee- 


Life and Glory. Death will deliver them 
# from all the Fears and Dangers, the Cares. 


kled with the Blood of Chriſt, which cleanſes 1 Joh. i.. 
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A Funeral Sermon on 
Death we ſo juſtly lament, and whoſe Life 


muſt needs render his Memory ever fragrant 7 
to us: It was this inſpir'd him with Patience 
and Submiſſion, Conſtancy and Joy, during 
a tedious Sickneſs, and at the very Article 1 


of Death. 


'And ſince there are divers things relating 1 


both to his Life and Death, that were very” 


exemplary and edifying ; I perſuade my ſel 


it will be thought very ſea ſonable for me 
now to give a brief Account of ſore Paſſa- 


Ses worthy to be remark'd in both. 


That might juſtly be ſaid of him, which 3 


the Apoſtle ſays of his Son Tino, tha | 
: Tu . from 4 Child he knew the Holy Scriptures, and 


that theſe made him wiſe to Salvation thr © 


Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. The great De 


light he then had in hearing the joyful.Sounc 1 
of the Goſpel, made him frequent divers re 
ligious Aſſemblies, and that not withou : 


— hazard, at a time when they were of. 


ten difturb'd and interrupt ed, and ſometimes 
aſſaulted with Violence, while they were 
worſhipping God according to the Brtate 3 


of their Conſciences. 


Some of the Sermons, which hy heat f in 


thoſe Aſſemblies, made a deep and laſting 


Impreſſion on his Mind; and his early Con- 
verſion to God was attended with an earneſt I 
Deſire to be 1mploy*d in the Work of the ud k | 


| niſtr . | 3 
This Inclination grew ſo ſtrong and ur- 5 


| gent, that nothing could diſſuade him from 


TRI. 


his 
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int bis Deſign of ſerving God in this publick Ca- 


ce pacity.. To this purpoſe he apply'd himſalf 
ng to: thoſe Studies, which he thought moſt coh-- 
dle ducive to the End he had in View, and that 
With ſo much Diligence and Succeſs, that in 
ga little time his Proſiting appear*d to all, and at 
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ength he approv'd himſelf 4 Workman, that 2 Tim. 2; 
elf needed not to be aſbam'd, rightly dividing the "5 
ne 3 V. Or a of Tr ath. : . x 
a. _ God, who.inclin'd his Heart to this Work, 
and call'd him to it, had endow'd him with 
ch divers conſiderable Talents to prepare him 
ut for it. He had a folid Judgment as well as 
a lively Fancy, and Quickneſs of Thought as 
„ Well as Facility of Expreſſion, His ſtrong 
e and mufical Voice, together with that agree- 
nc able mixture of Gravity and Sweetnefs, 
-e. Which reign'd in his Countenance, tended to 
uu make way for the Truths and Reaſons he 
x. deliver'd, by awakening the Attention, and 
es 4 engaging the Affections of his Auditors. He 
re taught with Clearneſs, and argu'd with 


es Strength, exhorted with Vehemence, and 


reprov'd with a becoming ant and 
in found the Art, which ſo few who ſpeak in 4 
g publick attain, of blending Reaſon and Elo- | 4 

N Sg ſo happily together, that they mutu- 
any 


15 


n- 

t aſſiſted and embeliſhd each other, and 
9 ade .adorn'd his Diſcourſes; which were 
| Z adapted at once to improve the Mind, and 
1-8 touch the Heart, and had ſomething in them 
mY. that was entertaining both to ©: Lawn 
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and Illiterate, both to the Polite, and -leſs 
cultivated part of Mankin ce. 
Tho what I now ſpeak can give but a faint 
Idea of his excellent Gifts to ſome of this 
Audience; yet I doubt not that it raiſes in 
the Minds of thoſe, who were wont to hear 


his Preaching, and muſt needs make them re- 
flect on the great Loſs the Publick has ſuſ- 


tain'd by his Death, at an Age that ſeem'd 


to give room to hope, that the World might 
have reap'd yet much more Advantage by his 
Labors. ES od 2 0 t 1 

HFlis great Improvement, next to the Di- 
vine Bleſſing on his aſſiduous Studies, was 


owing partly to the generous Ambition he "2 
had to excel, which induc'd him to apply : 


himſelf to cloſe Study and Meditation, leſt 
he ſhould produce any thing crude and undi- 


geſted; partly to the prudent Choice he made 


in his younger days, to converſe with Men 
not only of Senſe and Learning, but of a po- 
lite Genius too ; and partly to his great Mo- 
deſty, which gave him f Jealoufy 


of his own Performances, and ingag'd him 


frequently to ſubmit what he had composꝰd to 
the Cenſure of thoſe Friends he thought ca- 
pable of adviſing him, and to intreat them, 
with uncommon Importunity, not to ſuffer 
any Faults to eſcape their Remark, but to be 


free in advertiſing him of every thing that 


him, a lively remembrance of the manner of 


8 


might ſeem to them either defective or re- 
dundant. And indeed he would be eaſil7 
4 8 convinc'd | 
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convinced of any Overſight or Miſtake, and 
gratefully acknowledg the kindneſs of any 
one that pointed it out to him. Which 
q ſhew*d this did not ariſe from a vain Affecta- 
tion of Modeſty, but from his Humility, and 
Z the real Diffidence he had of himſelf. And 
7 indeed he deſery'd the critical Severity of his 
Friends, in knowing how to value that ſort 
of Kindneſs, and in receiving the Hints and 


| Entzmations they gave him after ſo obliging a 


manner. 


Nay, this humble and happy Temper ad- 
her'd to him even to the laſt; ſo that he 


1 | could not be eaſy in publiſhing any thing to 


the World, without firſt conſulting ſome. of 


his particular Friends. Which I the rather 


take notice of, to recommend to ſuch young 
* Miniſters, as are preſent in this Aſſembly, 
F the imitation of ſo profitable an Example : 
for tis not to be doubted that they would 
find their Account in it, nay that it would 


F to uſe the ſame Method; if they have but 
1 the good Senſe to expoſe their Compoſitions 
to Perſons capable of obſerving to them their 
Miſtakes, and have Humility enough to 
| hearken to the Advice of thoſe who are able 
to inform them. 

It was none of the leaſt of this excellent 
Nan s Qualifications for the Miniſterial 
Work, that he knew how to behave himſelf 
in the 0 harch of GO P, in e of the Ex- 
eile of that Diſcipline wa is ſo neceſfary 
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| mightily contribute to their Improvement, 
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to. Chriſtian Societies. Many here . preſent 
know, with what Patience and Meekneſs, 
with what Gravity and -Prudence, with 
what Impartiality and Faithfulneſs he de- 
mean'd himſelf in this Congregation, and 

With what Prudence and Conduct he ma- 
nag'd its Affairs upon all occaſions. 1 
His good Will and Charity to Mankind | 
in general was conſpicuous in the indefati- 
gable Labors he ſuſtain'd, in endeavouring 
to promote the Intereſt of their Souls. He 
often lamented the unreaſonable Differences 
among Chriſtians, and had a hearty Re- 
ſpect for all who held the Eſſentials of the 7 
_ Chriſtian Religion, tho of different Senti- 
ments in matters of leſſer moment: and as 
he had a Mind too generous to be determin'd 
by the Opinion of others, without making a 
ſtrict Inquiry into the Reaſons of Things; 
ſo his Modeſty and Charity were too great, 
not to give all due Deference to thoſe who 
entertain'd Notions, which he could not ſee 
reaſon to embrace. And whereas he thought 
it his Duty frequently to expoſe the Errors 
of thoſe of the Romiſh Communion, in Terms 
of ſome Force and Warmth, he deſir'd it 
might be ſignify d to the World after his 
Deceaſe, that the Zeal and Fervor he ſhew'd 
on thoſe occaſtons;. did not ariſe, from a Diſ- 
affection ;to any of their Perſons, but from 
the deep Senſe he had of the pernicious Ten- 
dency of their Errors, and from the ardent | 
Deſire he had to reclaim them. from thoſe | 


—— 
ro nds 17 
— FEI 
— — — ay rang ene Hp 3 2 
— . , 
* rr 2 n 


_ — ay nanny op er 


: In | 
» 44 
Ni 
IT 
v1 
11 
1 
17 
« £ 
if 
| | 
— " 
* 7 $i 
W. - 
1 
1 
1 
1 
L 
3 
x 


9 


1 25 WEL, 8 it "A 25 

* oF; 1 6 Py OY . wag, 
. CFC 
. WE FC gens (5 . e 


. 


1 Nez I's. 


INN] 
— 


Deluſions, as well as to prevent others from 


Fervency of his Spirit, that it often rais'd the 
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He was not ene to this Con- 
egation, but uſeful to many others; and 


ho his Labors were chiefly: beſtow'd on 


£ 


you, yet his Pratſe mas in the Goſpel throughout » Cor. 3. | 


many other Charches,, to whom he occaſio- ** 


nally preach'd, and whom he aſſiſted with 


his Advice in many Exigencies. TY 
That Piety and, Charity which adorn'd 
his Converſation in the time of his Health, 
ſeem'd to. increaſe their Strength and Luftre 
during his long Sickneſs ; a Sickneſs which 
radually weaken'd his Conſtitution, and at 
aſt grew ſtrong enough to, diſſolve it. I 
can't forhear to think, that his. extraordina- 


ry Labor in the Miniſterial Work laid the 


foundation of his Sickneſs; for ſuch was tjñe 


Tone of his Voice to ſuch a pitch, as could 

not but exhauſt his Animal Spirits to a very 
great degree, and muſt needs at length bring 
great Weakneſs upon him. He was a barn- John 5, 
ing and a ſbining Light, in which we re- 
zoic'd for a Seaſon; but how ſoon is this 
Light extinguiſh'd, he was glad io ſpend and 2 Cor. 1a. 
be ſpent for you, for the Service of your Faith, 
. urtherance of your Joy! © © 


I muſt not omit to take notice to you, how 
edifying his Converſation was in the time of 
his Sicleneſs, and how difficult it was to re- 
ſtrain him from exhauſting the little Strength 
he had left, in giving ſerious Exhortations to 
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54 4 A Funeral Sermon on 
thoſe who came to viſit him. Not content 
with this, he order'd many Perſons to be 
ſent for, whom either the Ties of Friend- 
Mip and Acquaintance had endear'd to him, 
or whom he had obſerv'd to attend his Mi- 


upon their Souls, or thoſe with whom he 
knew God had intruſted conſiderable Ta- 
lents, that he might earneſtly recommend 
to them the Improvement of Time, in order 
erer Felicity. | 
He obſerv'd to them, that Religion was a 
real thing, and of the greateſt importance 
of all others; that they might well believe 


him to be in earneſt in what he ſaid, ſince ge 


was going to die, and to give up his Ac- 
counts to God. He affurdd them, he had 


2 Pet. 1. not follow d cunningly devis'd Fables, nor 
36. preach'd for filthy Lucre; but that his Re- 
[> Cor. 1. joicing was in the Teftimony of his C 1 N 


that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity he ha 
exercis d his Miniſterial Function: That he 
had taught the Truth ws it is in Jeſus, ac- 
cording to the beſt of his Judgment; and 
that he rely d on the fame Doctrine he had 
publiſn'd to others, for the Salvation of his 
own Soul He preſs'd them with all the Ear- 
neſtneſs imaginable- to conſult the Intereſt 
of their Souls, and to improve the ſeve- 


hands for this purpoſe; and this in ſuch pa- 
thetick 1 and in ſo affecting a man- 
ner, that it could not hut make an Impreſ- 
Pen 5 ſion 


niſtry, without knowing what Effect it had 


ral Advantages God had put into their 
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ſion on all who were preſent, and drew a- 
bundance of Tears from their Eyes. I would 


fain hope a laſting Impreſſion is made on the 


Hearts, at leaſt of divers Perſons, to whom 
he particularly addreſs'd his dying words. 
God grant that a Death which has coſt us ſo 
dear, and given us ſo acute 4 Sorrow, may 
be the occaſion of the ſpiritual Life of ma- 


ny Souls, and cauſe Joy both in Heaven and 


I 5 1 | 

During the time of his .tedious Illneſs, 
God was pleas'd highly to favor him, in con- 
tinuing to him the Exerciſe of his Reaſon, 
and in viſiting him with the Light of his 
Countenance; ſo that it might be ſaid of 


bim, as of the bleſſed Man deſcrib'd by the 


2 Pſalmiſt, The Lord ftrengthen'd him on the 
Bed of Languiſbing, and made all his Bed in 
bus Sickneſs. He was generally in a humble, 

patient and refign'd Poſture of Mind, nei- 


ther chuſing Life nor Death; or to uſe his 


Z own Expreſſion, Neither aſbam d to live, nor 


afraid to die: For he knew, that whether he 


, he liv'd unto the LORD; and whe- 8 


ther he ayd, he dyd unto the LORD; and 
that whether he lid or dyd, he was the 


LORD*s: That Chrift would be magnify d Phil. 1 


in him, whether by Life or by Death; and there- 


fore to him to live was Chriſt, and to die was 


J Gan. - © | 


So far as I, who convers d intimately with 
him, could percelve, or have learn'd from 


others who attended him, his Faith and 
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58 1 A Funeral Sermon = 
Hope were vigorous and lively; he had great 
Peace and Tranquility in his Conſcience, and 
ſometimes Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 
efpecially toward the Cloſe of. his Days: for 
he ſeem'd to improve in the heavenly Frame | 
of his Mind, as he drew near the heavenly | 
State; anda little before his Exit, declar'd 
that his Work in this World was finiſh'd; 
and that now he had nothing more to do, 
but to reſign his Soul into the Arms of his 
Redeemer ;. which he was heard to do juſt i 
before he expir'd, ſaying, Come Lord Jeſus! | 
So liv'd and ſo dy'd this Eminent Servant 
of God, whole Memory is blelled, and will | 
be precious in the account of all who :knew 
the excellent Gifts and Abilities God was 
pleas'd to beftow on him. 
The Remembrance of theſe, and of the 
Vertues and Graces that ſhone in him, juſtly | 
aggravate our Sorrow ; and it would argue | 
Stupidity, not to mourn on fuch an occaſion | 
as this. The Loſs of fo well qualify'd a | 
Miniſter, and of fo faithful a Friend, may 
well afflict us deeply. Yet are. we not to 
mourn as thoſe who have no hope, becauſe we 
4-13 have reaſon. to conclude that he is enter'd 
into everlaſting Reſt, and has gain'd infi- 
nitely by dying. It will be well, if the | 
Grief occaſion'd by his Decea ſe become a 
Bon Sorrow, by a juſt Applicarion of our 
Thoughts to the Voice of God's Providence, 
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which: ſpeaks! {6 Joudly/ 0 hs, in this. ſevere 


Afflictio]. Eds hg Te 
May you who are Members of this Con- 


| gregation, remember how he watch'd over you 
in the Lord for the ſpace of about Twenty 
Tears, and how he cea&d not to warn you night Ads 20. 


and day with Tears ; may you follow his Fah, 
conſidering the End of his Converſation. Ask Heb.13.7. 


| . counſel by your Prayers of the great Shepherd 1 Pet. 2. 


and Biſhop of pour Souls in all your Difficul- ** 
ties; reſign your ſelves to his Conduct, and 


beg earneſtly that he would give you another | 
7 Paſtor - according, to his own Heart, who may Jer. 3.15. 
7 feed: you with. Nuomledg and Underſtanding. 
Remember particularly the preſſing Exhorta- 
tions your late Minifter ſo often made you 
to continue; unanimous, and to cultivate Cha- 


Sw Rr DpA.:; ee © == © DBA 


that God may ſtill n the Wing of his 
Protection over you, an 
2 Neceſſities of your Souls; that he may bleſs 


rity and brotherly Love among your ſelves, 
nd provide for the 


the Proviſion of his Houſe, and ſatisfy the Poor Pſal. 132. 


with Bread. And conſtantly regard the bleſſed 
Hope which is ſer before you, that Re# 


which remains to the People of God. So run 

that ye may obtain; fo la bor that ye may N 5: 
into this Reſt; that you may rejoice together 
with your Paſtor in the Day of the Lord, 

when the many Souls converted and edify'd 


by his Miniſtry Mall be his Cromn, his Glory, PR £2 


and Joy; when he ſhall ſurrender his Charge 28. 
to the Great Shepherd, ſaying, LORD here 
am I, and the Children thou haſt given me. © F 
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All who knew the Value of this Great and 
Good Man, muſt needs partake of the com- 
mon Sorrow which his Death has occaſion'd : 
But what words can expreſs the piercing 
. Grief of one who is left in tlie ſolitary State 
of Widowhood'by ſo tender a Husband! and 
With what Compaſſion ſhould wie addreſs þ 
our Prayers to the Father of Mercics, and Goa 
f all Conſolation, to I her under this 
heavy Stroke, and to teach her a er n 3 
Submiſſion to his Will in ſo trying a Caſe? | 
A Cafe that calls loudly for our Commiſera- 
tion, and may well make her cy out with 
Job 19. 27. the ſaddeſt Accent of 'Sorrow, Have pity upon 
me, have pity upun me, O je im Friends t'for | 
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the Hand of God hath touch? d me. Vet let not 
her ſorrowful Soul utterly refuſe to be com- 
forted, ſince it ought to be accounted a Fa-. 
vor of Divine Providence to have been rela. | 
ted ro ſo valuable a Perſon ; and fince it has 
pleas'd God, for the mitigation of her Trou- 
ble, to give her the Satisfaction of obſerving | 
His Chriſtian Behaviour during his long Sick- 
neſs, and of hearing ſo often the gracious | 
Words that proceeded from him; ſo as to give 
her juſt reaſon to believe his righteous Soul is 
now in a happy State waiting for the Reſur- 
rection of his Body, while ſhe has good Hope 
thro Grace in a little time to enter by the 
ſame ſteps, into that Reſt which he has al- 
ready attain'd. 2 55 — 4 


To 


Mr. JoHN P16 GoTT, 


Io conclude; Let us all account our ſelves 
Pilgrims and Strangers here, as the Patriarchs 


59 


did, and as ſuch let us abſtain from worldly 1 Pet. 2. 


Luſts which war againſt the Soul. Let us make 11. 


it appear that we are in queſt of a better 
Country, by withdrawing our Affections from 
this World, and fixing 'em on the things a- 


© love. Let us keep the Eye of our Faith in- 


tent on that Kingdom mhich can't be remodꝰd; 


and let us be conſtantly doing our Lord's 
Will, that whenever he ſhall” call us he ce, 


being tound fo doing we may enter into this 
State of Joy and Reſt, which remains to the 


People of God, whither Chriſt our Forerunner is 
already enter d, and into which | he Will re- 
ceiye all thoſe who love and wait for his Ape 
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